War Shrine at Shilbottle

UNVEILED BY THE DUKE OF NORTHUMBERLAND

The War Shrine enclosing a Roll of Honour of those men who have gone from Shilbottle Colliery to fight with our Armies in France was unveiled on Friday Evening last week by the Duke of Northumberland, in the presence of a large gathering of the villagers and others. His Grace was accompanied by the Lady Muriel Percy, and among those present were Mrs Lee and Miss Lee, sister of the Rev P T Lee, vicar of Shilbottle, Mrs J A Dixon, Mr H A Paynter, Freelands, Alnwick, Mr Coverdale Anderson, manager of the Colliery. 

On the outside of the Colliery office, and between the top of the window and the eaves of the roof, the shrine, made by colliery workmen, was placed and for the time shrouded with the Union Jack. The shrine is of oak and Gothic in design. At the top, a small tablet bears the inscription “Roll of Honour to Employees of Shilbottle Colliery, European War, 1914 to ----“ A plain Latin cross separates the tablet from the list of 174 names upon the Roll of Honour, the names having been plainly and artistically inscribed by Miss Nancy Dixon, daughter of the late Mr J A Dixon, manager of the colliery. At each side and affixed to the framework of the shrine is a copper vase for the reception of flowers. These vases were very kindly given by the Rev P T Lee, who has ever evinced the warmest interest for his parishioners. A carpeted dais was erected below the shrine, from which Mr H A Paynter, of Freeland, formerly managing director of the Colliery Company, who presided over the proceedings, first addressed the assemblage. He said he had that night the honour of introducing His Grace, the Duke of Northumberland, to unveil the War Shrine, having been asked to do so on behalf of the relatives of those who have joined the Army. He had great pleasure in complying, because he had been closely associated with Shilbottle for 43 years and with those whose names were enshrined or their fathers and grandfathers. He had felt very much pride in seeing the way in which the men of Shilbottle Colliery had gone forward to their country’s call. Of the 320 men who were employed at the Colliery at the outbreak of the war, 75 enlisted during the first week, and all together 174 men had gone. There had been a number of casualties, of course, but he thought that they might congratulate themselves upon losing no more than twenty six. Many had been wounded and gone back again into the fighting line. Mr Clayton, he said, had telegraphed to him, asking if he would represent him that night, and he had great pleasure in doing so, and to introduce the Duke of Northumberland to them. They all knew his Grace and his many good qualities, and he would simply ask him to unveil the tablet.

The Duke of Northumberland, who was well received, said: Ladies and gentlemen, Northumberland has come forward magnificently in this war, and of all people in Northumberland none have come forward better than the miners. I do not know at this moment how many of them have gone to the front from the country generally, but it is a large number and it would have been a larger number had not the Government stopped recruiting because of the miners being needed to get coal, which is as important to the country as anything else. I think that of all the pits in Northumberland none have done better than Shilbottle in coming to the call of duty and in fighting for King and country. I am told that when war was declared on the 4th August, 1914, that very night thirty-four Territorials from Shilbottle reported themselves for duty. At the beginning of the war there were 320 men working here, and you have sent to the Front no less than 174. This is an enormous proportion and speaks volumes for the patriotism of the men on Shilbottle Colliery. Now you wish to place a permanent record of the names of those who have gone forward- although I can hardly think it is necessary for that purpose to keep those in remembrance who are at the Front, but you do so far more with the view that those who come after you may have a permanent testimony and example of what can be done in the moment of the country’s emergency. You will view the memorial with very mixed feelings. You will look at it with pride. You will look at it too with sorrow, that some of those mentioned thereon you will never see in this world again, and I do not think this is altogether the saddest part of the war. It is not so much the memory of those who are gone that appeals to me, as it is the sorrow and misery of so many homes which have been left, those who are suffering bereavement, those who are suffering from privation, those who are suffering, as many do, who come home wounded or greatly incapacitated for doing what they were formerly able to do and will last for a lifetime. We are only sharing what sorrow many others have gone through even to a greater extent than we are, for never in the history of the world has there been a war that has created so much misery, which has put back, so to speak, the progress of the world, probably for many years. This war was an unprovoked war; nobody wanted the war except Germany. There was not a matter in dispute between the nations of Europe which could not well have been made the subject of negotiation and avoided all this strife, if only the Germans had been willing to meet us half way. Our statesmen, and statesmen all over Europe, have done in the past what they could to mitigate the horrors of war. We have had conventions, we have had Hague conferences, we have had agreements with the express purpose of trying to make the war less horrible, trying to confine its horrors as far as possible to the combatants and save the sufferings of the civil population, but every one of those agreements and conventions Germany has thrown to the winds. The first thing to do was to attack a neutral power and then let loose upon that neutral power every kind of horror, outrage, murder, rapine of every sort and kind, and throughout Europe she followed the same policy. In Servia, Poland, Roumania, the same horrible story is told. I think I may take this opportunity of making one remark upon that subject, because I think it contains a very strong lesson for us. What is the cause of this attitude on the part of the Germans? I do not know Germany well myself. I am not speaking my own experiences, but I have been told by those who do know Germany that there is one curious characteristic of the German of the present day. There are very good people in Germany as well as everywhere else, but they look at things from one peculiar point of view. They appear to have been trained by their education and by the whole temper of the people. They will admit that religion and morals and the principles of morality and religion ought to be observed in private and civil life, but the moment you come to politics they say “Oh well, we never mind them” The whole of their political conduct, the whole of their relationships with other nations are entirely governed by expediency and not by conscience. The history of this war reads us a very good lesson as to what the consequences of this sort of attitude will do. A man cannot be a good Christian and moral man on a Sunday and quite forget all about it during the week. You cannot wear your religion indoors as you do your coat and put it away in the drawer till the next Sunday and walk about without it during the week. As surely as a man or nation does that, so surely will the fruits be seen, and I do believe in this war we are seeing the fruits of this line of conduct in the German nation. I have been rather digressed from the matter in hand, and I will at once proceed to unveil this tablet. I am sure I am expressing your feelings when I say, in so doing, you will remember those whose names we see written upon it. We are experiencing the greatest sympathy for those who have suffered by their absence, who are undergoing the anxiety and in some cases the sorrow which their service entails upon them. We hope to welcome them back before long, in time of peace. I am sure of this, that they need not be afraid they will receive a most hearty reception from all Northumbrians.” (Loud applause)
The Duke of Northumberland then removed the Union jack which had covered the shrine and displayed the roll of names of Shilbottle miners who had gone on active service, and which was viewed by the assembly of people. 

The Rev P T Lee then impressively performed the dedication ceremony. He offered a prayer and then read the ancient Russian litany, the responses to the sentences, “Grant this, O Lord” being uttered by the people standing round. He concluded by offering prayer.

Mr Edward Anderson, one of the oldest and most respected of the colliery officials, then ascended to the platform and said he had been asked, as one of the oldest of the colliery workmen, to propose a vote of thanks to the Duke of Northumberland for having so kindly come to unveil the memorial. He had great pleasure in proposing the thanks of the workmen to his Grace. (Applause).
The motion was carried with acclamation.

The Duke of Northumberland, in responding, said he was much obliged to Mr Anderson for his kind words. It had been a great pleasure to him to come there because he did not think they could do too much- those who were bound to stay at home- to signify their admiration and sympathy for those who were serving their country at the present time. He was in France and Belgium last year and saw something of what was going on, and he could only say it was magnificent to see how the men could come from the trenches where they had been for a week or more, how cheerful they were, and how marvellously clean and smart they were, notwithstanding that mud was above one’s knees. He believed it had been better since then. While the peril of actual war seemed to him to be very great, the cheerfulness and pluck of our soldiers was quite wonderful. The nearer they were to the enemy the cheerier everybody seemed to be, If they wanted to find the most gloomy person they would have to look for him in England. He thought they should do everything they could to support and encourage those who were away by showing their appreciation of what they were doing, and he thought it was an honour to have the opportunity of thus showing their appreciation. (Loud applause).
The proceedings were loyally concluded by singing the National Anthem and the following two additional verses:

God save our splendid men

Bring them safe home again, 

God save our men,

Keep them victorious, patient and chivalrous,

They are so dear to us, God save our men.

Lord let war’s tempests cease

Fold the whole world in peace, 

under Thy wings,

Make all the nations one, all hearts beneath the sun,

Till Thou shalt reign alone, Great King of Kings.

The following is a list of the men who have joined the Army from Shilbottle Colliery:-

Moss Wilson, W Straughan, T H Weightman, Jas Weightman, J R Hall, M Mitchison, W Gibbison, E Waddle, A Riddle, V Waddle, W Simm, G Riddle, R W Weightman, H Stewart, R M Wilson, R F Wilson, J C Thompson, Bry Weightman, C Wood, John McHay, Jas. Middlemas, E Simm, W Wintrip, R G Weightman, D E Baxter, Samuel Buglass, R Hindhaugh, J J Ray, W P Tweedy, Geo. Buglass, Jas. R Punton, Thos. Snaith, Thos. Dixon, E Dixon, W Shell, J J Wilson, W Green, R Baxter, W Luke, W MacLain, W Hewitt, H Buglass, Thos. Baxter, J H Henderson, Arthur Boyd, E Shell, Jas. Tweedy, J Green, John Hindhaugh, M Tate, A Carr, J Lilburn, J Wilcox, Jas Anderson, J Scott, J P Anderson, Geo Young, Geo. Wilcox, Arch. Inglis, R Darling, M Taylor, G Milburn, E Green, J Jobson, J Inglis, S Woodlands, W Darling, Jas. Curtis, A Goodfellow, A Archbold, P McLaughlan, M Moor, J Fife, J A R Ternent, C H Wilcox, Jas Angus, W Grey, Jas Baxter, J Egdell, T Murphy, J Murphy, J Thompson, J Gains, W Arries, D Angus, N Crawford, J Hogg, C Ager, J Cairns, A Punter, A Grey, W Knox, J Fannon, T Fannon, Jas. Heslop, J C Farrow, T Foster, J Lorimer, J McMullen, W Shell, J Tully, W Inglis, R Burns, J C Christer, D MacKenzie, Jas. Thompson, Geo Marshall, Gilbert Inglis, J Dundass, J Hamilton, D Connolly, J King, M Robson, N Goodfellow, J Pringle, R Pringle, Joe. Dunn, H Thompson, J Mather, D Prior, W Elliott, J Matthewson, M Young, Jas. Aitchison, E Anderson, N Dixon, H Air, O Waddle, G Curry, R Robson, J Watson, T Donachie, Jas. Hindhaugh, T Wilson, E Caisley, A Scott, Andrew Inglis, Geo. Hudson, W Yeamans, W Story, John Trueman, L Walker, R E Walker, Thos. Brewis, Jos. Baxter, John Burns, Thos. Charlton, Thos. Knox, M Lawson, A Piton, John Wieghtman, John Huntley, Geo. Roper, John Swordy,  John Moffitt, Jas. McLean, W Wood, R Thorburn, J Thorburn, J O’Brien, J Stewart, Jas. Buglass, Wilfred Fife, John Foster, William Anderson, J Bailey, J Emmerson, H Barret, J McFall, Geo. Shaw, D Coyne, A Weatherhead, John Angus, E Arries.

I would suggest 'H Barret' and J Wieghtman' are typos for 'H Barrett' and 'J Weightman' 
